Morphogenesis of an anomalous ligamentum venosum terminating in the superior left hepatic vein in a human liver.
We aimed to clarify the morphogenesis of an anomalous ligamentum venosum terminating in the trunk of the superior left hepatic vein, because the ligamentum venosum ordinarily terminates into the root of the left hepatic vein or directly into the inferior vena cava. We examined an anomalous ligamentum venosum found in the cadaveric liver of an 84-year-old Japanese woman. The ligamentum venosum in this liver was not found in the usual course, the fissure for the ligamentum venosum. It lay on the posterior surface of the liver, connecting the left branch of the portal vein and the trunk of a small left hepatic vein. The small left hepatic vein draining the cranio-dorsal part of the lateral segment of the liver was revealed to be a superior left hepatic vein. This type of anomaly was found only in this 1 liver, among 125 cadaveric livers that were dissected. Taking previous reports into consideration, the morphogenesis of the anomalous ligamentum venosum in the present case may be explained as being due to the persistence of the right half of the subdiaphragmatic anastomosis, which receives the blood from the ductus venosus in the embryonal period.